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law's house and is given a turban or a cap before ho leaves.
Some time may elapse between these preliminaries and the
actual wedding day, but in the intervening time presents are
made to the bride on all auspicious occasions, and on the
great days of Dival! and Holl she is given clothes*
The age of the betrothal and of marriage vary so much
with different Brahmans that it is impossible to say how long
a time will elapse before the actual wedding; but there are
certain fasts and festivals that unmarried girls observe with
great care in order to obtain a kind husband; and one or
more of these are fairly certain to be kept by every betrothed
girl during her engagement*
In the month Phalguna girls worship Parvall, the wife of
the god Siva. They make a square in the compound of their
house, smear it with red clay and mark it with different
colours. In the centre of the square they put a ball of red
clay to represent Gauii or ParvatI, and for about eight days
they worship this ball by offering flowers and a red thread
to it On the eighth day the girls have a feast (called,in
Gujarat! Gunagora), to which only the unmarried may come;
they worship Gaur!,very much as they did during the past
seven days, but on rather a larger scale: the square is bigger
and the markings larger, they offer more flowers, and all the
evening they sing songs together: it will be remembered
that Diva's wife, ParvatI or Gaurl, is one of the seven ideal1
wives or satt, and she it is who has the power to endow her
worshipper with unending good luck, So, whilst worshipping
her, the girls ask that their future husbands may be good and
kind, and that they may experience nothing but happiness in
their married lives*
So great is the power of this goddess Gaur! over the
happiness or unhappiness of married life, that she is also
worshipped by girls on every Sunday that falls within the
1 The seven ideal wives are: Sat! (whose other name is ParvatI), Sltfc,
Mandodart, Tara, Ahalya, DraupadT, and S&vitrl (only worshipped after
marriage)*